Start with one number rhyme or poem.

Sing it to your child, encouraging them to
sing with you when they feel confident in the
beat and vocabulary. Sing this rhyme
throughout the day. For instance, in the car,
on the bus, walking to the library, or in the
bath.

Add actions to the rhymes to encourage
o them to become part of your child’'s long-
term memory.

Review known poems to ensure they are
remembered when learning a new poem.

Taking it forward -

* Hum the tune of a known poem/number
rhyme and see if your child can guess what
you are humming or hum along with you.

* Play with known rhymes by changing words.
For instance, 5 Little Dinosaurs jumping on
the bed.

* Encourage your child to clap along to the
beat of the rhyme.

Each nursery rhyme comes with a QR code. If

you are feeling a little shy about singing, please . .

scan it. It will take you directly to a video of the
rhyme being sung. v
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Schools involved in the creation of this leaflet

Number rhymes are an important part of a child’s
mathematical development, as there is a strong
connection between the order, timing, beat and
rhythm of music and aspects of mathematics such
as counting, sequencing and understanding time
and order.

In addition, we know that young children learn
through repetition so, by singing number rhymes
regularly, they become familiar with numbers and
the patterns between them.

Different number rhymes will help children develop
different mathematical skills. Some rhymes teach
basic maths concepts, such as counting and
geometry - ‘One, Two, Three, Four, Five, Once |
Caught a Fish Alive’ and ‘Six Fat Sausages’, for
example, are great for helping children to learn
simple maths concepts.

As well as helping to develop a wide range of
mathematical skills, number rhymes also support
language development, social and emotional skills
and listening skills.
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FIVE CURRANT
BUNS

FIVE currant buns in a baker's shop,
Round and fat with a cherry on top.
Along came a boy with a penny one day,
Bought a currant bun and took it away.

FOUR currant buns in a baker's shop,
Round and fat with a cherry on top.
Along came a girl with a penny one day,
Bought a currant bun and took it away.

THREE currant buns in a baker's shop,
Round and fat with a cherry on top.
Along came a boy with a penny one day,
Bought a currant bun and took it away.

TWO currant buns in a baker's shop,
Round and fat with a cherry on top.
Along came a girl with a penny one day,
Bought a currant bun and took it away.

ONE currant bun in a baker's shop,
Round and fat with a cherry on top.
Along came a boy with a penny one day,
Bought a currant bun and took it away.
Bought a currant bun and took it away!

ONE, TWO,
BUCKLE MY SHOE

One, two, buckle my shoe

Three, four, open the door

Five, six, pick up sticks

Seven, eight, lay them straight

Nine, ten, a good, fat hen

Eleven, twelve, dig and delve

Thirteen, fourteen, maids a-courting
Fifteen, sixteen, maids in the kitchen
Seventeen, eighteen, maids are waiting
Nineteen, twenty, my plate’s empty.

There were TEN in the bed
and the little one said,
'Roll over, roll over!

So they all rolled over and
one fell out...

There were NINE in the bed
and the little one said...

There were EIGHT in the bed
and the little one said...

There were SEVEN in the bed
and the little one said...

There were SIX in the bed
and the little one said...

——

One, two, three, four, five,
Once | caught a fish alive.

Six, seven, eight, nine, ten,
Then | let it go again.

Why did you let it go?
Because it bit my finger so.

Which finger did it bite?
This little finger on the right.

One, two, three, four, five,
Once | caught a crab alive.

Six, seven, eight, nine, ten,
Then | let it go again.

Why did you let it go?
Because it bit my finger so.
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CAUGHT A FISH ALIVE®

TENIN THE BED

There were FIVE in the bed
and the little one said...

There were FOUR in the bed
and the little one said...

There were THREE in the bed
and the little one said...

There were TWO in the bed
and the little one said...

There was ONE in the bed
and the little one said,
‘Good night!'

Which finger did it bite?
This little finger on the right.

One, two, three, four, five,
Once | caught an eel alive.

Six, seven, eight, nine, ten,
Then | let it go again.

Why did you let it go?
Because it bit my finger so.

Which finger did it bite?
This little finger on the right.

FIVELITTLE
SPECKLED FROGS

FIVE little speckled frogs,

Sat on a speckled log,

Eating some most delicious bugs - yum, yum!
One jumped into the pool,

Where it was nice and cool,

Then there were FOUR speckled frogs - glug, glug!

FOUR little speckled frogs,

Sat on a speckled log,

Eating some most delicious bugs - yum, yum!
One jumped into the pool,

Where it was nice and cool,

Then there were THREE speckled frogs - glug, glug!

THREE little speckled frogs,

Sat on a speckled log,

Eating some most delicious bugs - yum, yum!
One jumped into the pool,

Where it was nice and cool,

Then there were TWO speckled frogs - glug, glug!

TWO little speckled frogs,

Sat on a speckled log,

Eating some most delicious bugs - yum, yum!
One jumped into the pool,

Where it was nice and cool,

Then there was ONE speckled frog - glug, glug!

ONE little speckled frog,

Sat on a speckled log,

Eating some most delicious bugs - yum, yum!
He jumped into the pool,

Where it was nice and cool,

Then there were NO speckled frogs.
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